Newsletter - Monday 9th November 2020

Aycliffe Village Primary School
Dear Parents/Carers
Mrs Adamson, our new Head Teacher, was in school on Thursday. She enjoyed her first opportunity to be in school and
was full of ideas about how she wants to continue to develop the school. Hopefully there will be other visits before January and she will have the opportunity to meet parents.
We continue to try to make our school as safe as possible against Covid. Thank you to all of you for keeping visits to
school to a minimum and having only 1 parent bringing children to school. Please remember that we can still be contacted by phone or email and Mr Tait and myself are usually at the school gate every day except Friday when I am in class
teaching. Keep safe.
Yours sincerely,
Anne Brown
Deputy Head

Poppy Appeal and Remembrance
The donations for the Poppy Appeal have been very good this year. We won’t know the total until it has been collected
and counted by the British Legion. Poppies will be on sale until Wednesday.
The children are all observing Remembrance in the classrooms on Wednesday.
Year 5 and Year 6 will make a short visit to the Village Green for a short Service of Remembrance. They will be socially
distanced throughout this. We are sorry but we will not be asking anyone else to join us because of
Covid restrictions regarding gatherings of people.

Intra-School PE Event
This was a great event. The Green Team were
the winners! Matthew from Go-Well who ran
the event was full of praise for our children—
both in behaviour and competitive spirit. The
Athletics event will take place in Summer.

Allergies
Over the course of the year children will be involved in cooking activities. Please ensure that school knows of any allergies or intolerances
that your child has so that appropriate changes can be made.
Year 5 are tasting soup on Friday and making soup over the next few
weeks so please inform school if there are any allergies or food intolerances before then.

Maths Week and Times Table Rock Stars
It is national Maths Week this week.As part of this Sycamore and all of the Key
Stage 2 classes are taking part in a competition on TT Rockstars.
There are prizes to be won! A letter should come home with details of what to
do. Good Luck Aycliffe Village!

Children in Need
Our classes are all going to be involved in different activities for Children in Need this year.
As we cannot ask for fancy dress costumes to be worn children can wear their PE kit—some children
will be joining Joe Wicks for his final 20 minutes. Or they might like to use face paint and have Pudsey
faces. However, we are not asking for donations to be sent to school—we have already asked for 2
donations this term. We would however ask you to donate individually.

PTA Christmas Cards
You child may have already brought home the card that they designed before the Half Term holiday. Some will be being
sent home today.
Along with the cards are details of how the cards can be purchased.
Remember every pack bought is bringing in much needed funds for school.
Making Children Smile for Christmas
Mrs Adamson read about Will on our newsletter lest week and has already made a donation to his
good cause.
New toys and games can still be donated.
Keep up the good work Will.
Christmas Lunch
This will take place on Friday 11th December. Mrs Swainston will be sending letters asking if children who have a packed
lunch would like a Christmas meal on that day.

Is your child ready for Online Learning?
We begin this term with a number of children who are having to isolate because family members are having tests or who have had
positive tests. So, it is really important that we have all of our children signed up to their Google classroom.
What is my child expected to do if she/he has to isolate?
We want all children to make as much progress as possible even if they have to do their learning at home.
As soon as you have created an account in Google Classroom (details for each class are on the class pages of the website) we can
continue to help your child learn.
On the classroom page will be a link to The Oak Academy which we are using to provide literacy, numeracy and learning in other
subjects. This will broadly cover similar topics to those being covered in literacy and numeracy. This site was chosen because it
doesn’t require lots of worksheets to be printed for your child.
Teachers may use the email address that you provide for the classroom to sent other work—especially if your child is isolating because of a household member having a positive test rather than a local lockdown.
If you do not have access to an internet enable device (laptop, ipad, phone etc) please contact school.
Work will not be provided for children who are ill with “ordinary” illnesses such as sickness or severe colds.
How can parents/carers help their child?
Have specific times of day for learning (create a timetable for learning) and don’t forget that weekends and evenings are times for
family and home life activities
Try to create a workspace for learning
Make time for breaks and exercise
Remind your child about how to stay safe on-line. Check that your parental controls are in place and up to date
Contact school if there are any problems—use the email on the Google Classroom page to contact staff
Enjoy learning with your child!

Wellbeing of Children
We all know how stressful recent times have been and it is sometimes difficult to know where we can get
help. The County Council have suggested a number of websites and organisations from whom help can be
obtained.






MindEd - a free educational resource from Health Education England on children and young people's
mental health.
Rise Above is a website co-created and produced by young people.
Every Mind Matters includes an online tool and email journey which aims to support everyone to
feel more confident in taking action to look after their mental health and wellbeing.
Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond programme, focusing on finding and reaching out to vulnerable children around the country who are experiencing negative impacts on their health and wellbeing,
Bereavement UK and the Childhood Bereavement Network

