Newsletter - Monday 2nd November 2020

Aycliffe Village Primary School
Dear Parents/Carers
Headteacher Appointment
In our newsletter of 21st September 2020 we promised to keep you informed about the appointment of a new
Headteacher for January 2021.
The school’s governors re-advertised the post at the end of September. It is a reflection of the school’s high regard that
the advertisement again attracted a strong field of applicants from which we shortlisted five candidates.
I am delighted to announce the governing body offered the position to Mrs Lyn Adamson and that she is thrilled to accept. Mrs Adamson will commence the headship in January 2021, although there will be a supported transition with her
existing school until the end of the Spring term. I am sure Mrs Adamson will write to you in due course to introduce herself.
Mr Tait will continue to support us until the end of December 2020.
Mrs Adamson is a very experienced Headteacher at a village school within County Durham and is highly respected as a
school leader. With Mrs Adamson’s appointment we can be very optimistic about a strong, stable and successful future
for our school.
I ask you to give Mrs Adamson a warm welcome and we very much look forward to working with her.
Parent Governor Appointment
I would like to thank all 3 parents for their interest in this role.
I am delighted to welcome Tom Watson as our new Parent Governor. I am sure you will join me in thanking Tom in advance, for his support and commitment to our school.
Yours sincerely,
Wendy Falla-Holmes
Chair of Governors
Poppy Appeal
We are able to support this cause in a Covid-safe
way. The items for sale have been in isolation
throughout the holiday. We have given each class a
selection of items that can be bought.
Your child will have seen the selection
today. Please send in donations with
your child.

Allergies
Over the course of the year children will be involved
in cooking activities. Please ensure that school knows
of any allergies or intolerances that your child has so
that appropriate changes can be made.

Intra-School PE Event—Wednesday 4th November
We are holding an intra-school competition on Wednesday morning. This will be for children in Years 2,3,4,5 and 6.
Please ensure that on Wednesday all children in these year groups come dressed in PE kit. All of the children will be split
into teams and will compete against other teams in their Year group. Points won will go towards a whole school competition.
Later in the year there will be a whole school athletics event organised with the same teams.

Year 3 Change of Time for End of Day
Year 3 will be having specialist games coaching for the next 5 weeks. This will be from 2.15—3.15. As a result the children will not be ready to leave school until 3.15 on a Tuesday. This only applies to Tuesday.
PTA 100 Club
It is really great to be able to tell you that 102 numbers have been sold for this year’s 100 club—thank you all so much
and a big thank you to Mrs Clarkson and Mrs Ward who did the selling.
The first lucky winners of this term are:
1st— 13—Teresa Dean
2nd—80—Brenda Roy
3rd—93—Jenny Cannings
Winners will be contacted by the PTA.

Making Children Smile for Christmas
This is Will in Year 5. As you may be aware he has set himself a great personal target.
This is what he said when he emailed me during half term:
“My Christmas wish is to collect as many new toys, crafts and gifts for children who

have nothing or very little in our area. I have a Facebook page called Will's Christmas
Mission 2020. The gifts will be given to children in care, children in need of help and
will be handed over on the 13th of December.”
If you can help, please look at Will’s Facebook page. Donations can be brought to
school and we will make sure they are passed on to Will.

Good luck Will!
Is your child ready for Online Learning?
We begin this term with a number of children who are having to isolate because family members are having tests or who have had
positive tests. So, it is really important that we have all of our children signed up to their Google classroom.
What is my child expected to do if she/he has to isolate?
We want all children to make as much progress as possible even if they have to do their learning at home.
As soon as you have created an account in Google Classroom (details for each class are on the class pages of the website) we can
continue to help your child learn.
On the classroom page will be a link to The Oak Academy which we are using to provide literacy, numeracy and learning in other
subjects. This will broadly cover similar topics to those being covered in literacy and numeracy. This site was chosen because it
doesn’t require lots of worksheets to be printed for your child.
Teachers may use the email address that you provide for the classroom to sent other work—especially if your child is isolating because of a household member having a positive test rather than a local lockdown.
If you do not have access to an internet enable device (laptop, ipad, phone etc) please contact school.
Work will not be provided for children who are ill with “ordinary” illnesses such as sickness or severe colds.
How can parents/carers help their child?
Have specific times of day for learning (create a timetable for learning) and don’t forget that weekends and evenings are times for
family and home life activities
Try to create a workspace for learning
Make time for breaks and exercise
Remind your child about how to stay safe on-line. Check that your parental controls are in place and up to date
Contact school if there are any problems—use the email on the Google Classroom page to contact staff
Enjoy learning with your child!

Wellbeing of Children
We all know how stressful recent times have been and it is sometimes difficult to know where we can get
help. The County Council have suggested a number of websites and organisations from whom help can be
obtained.






MindEd - a free educational resource from Health Education England on children and young people's
mental health.
Rise Above is a website co-created and produced by young people.
Every Mind Matters includes an online tool and email journey which aims to support everyone to
feel more confident in taking action to look after their mental health and wellbeing.
Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond programme, focusing on finding and reaching out to vulnerable children around the country who are experiencing negative impacts on their health and wellbeing,
Bereavement UK and the Childhood Bereavement Network

