Newsletter - Monday 16th November 2020

Aycliffe Village Primary School
New Headteacher January 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
I am looking forward to taking up my appointment as Headteacher from January
2021.
On Thursday 5 November I had the pleasure of meeting your delightful children
and meeting school staff. I appreciate that Aycliffe Village Primary has supportive
parents and I am excited to be part of your community. As Headteacher of your
school my vision is to move the school forward, further raise standards and keep
us at the heart of the community.
I have over six years experience of being a Headteacher at a primary school within County
Durham and leading and developing this school. I have also supported another County Durham
School to improve standards during this time. Being Headteacher is a position which I thoroughly enjoy. The ability to guide and shape young lives is my main motivation. It is a position
of privilege to be a Headteacher and especially one at your highly regarded school.
My vision as Headteacher of Aycliffe Village Primary is to help all children meet their full potential in all aspects of their development. I am passionate about providing enriched experiences
for all our children and I will build on the existing curriculum to ensure that it stimulates and
challenges our pupils.
I aim, not only for academic success but also to build a tradition of respect, good manners,
pride in work and sense of responsibility amongst our children. During my Headship at Aycliffe
Village School I will ensure that your child will have the widest possible curriculum in a positive
climate that enables everyone to succeed.
I look forward to meeting you all in the New Year.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs L Adamson
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Aycliffe Village Primary School
PTA Christmas Cards
Although we try to be as careful as possible when sending the PTA Christmas cards to print, there are always a couple of
spelling mistakes. If your child’s card had a spelling error this can be easily put right when you order the cards.
At the checkout you are given the opportunity to check the details to be used and any errors can be corrected there.
Remember that every pack bought is more funds raised for school.

Remembrance
The children were a credit to the school and to
you when they visited the village green to pay
their respects to the fallen. A number of compliments have been paid by members of the
public who saw the children.

Anti-bullying Week
Throughout the week, children will be involved in activities which
help them to understand bullying.
As parents and carers you are a vital part in helping to tackle bullying.
If you want further help and support the link below will be useful.
https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/parentsand-carers

Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Lunch
Both of these events will take place on 11th December. It will be lovely to see all the amazing jumpers. Remember that
you do not need to buy your child a new jumper—just add tinsel and glitz to any jumper and it will look fabulous.

Is your child ready for Online Learning?
We continue to see a number of children who are having to isolate because family members are having tests or who have had positive tests. So, it is really important that we have all of our children signed up to their Google classroom.
What is my child expected to do if she/he has to isolate?
We want all children to make as much progress as possible even if they have to do their learning at home.
As soon as you have created an account in Google Classroom (details for each class are on the class pages of the website) we can
continue to help your child learn.
On the classroom page will be a link to The Oak Academy which we are using to provide literacy, numeracy and learning in other
subjects. This will broadly cover similar topics to those being covered in literacy and numeracy. This site was chosen because it
doesn’t require lots of worksheets to be printed for your child.
Teachers may use the email address that you provide for the classroom to sent other work—especially if your child is isolating because of a household member having a positive test rather than a local lockdown.
If you do not have access to an internet enable device (laptop, ipad, phone etc) please contact school.
Work will not be provided for children who are ill with “ordinary” illnesses such as sickness or severe colds.

How can parents/carers help their child with on-line learning?
Have specific times of day for learning (create a timetable for learning) and don’t forget that weekends and evenings are times for family and home life activities
Try to create a workspace for learning
Make time for breaks and exercise
Remind your child about how to stay safe on-line. Check that your parental controls are in place and up to date
Contact school if there are any problems—use the email on the Google Classroom page to contact staff
Enjoy learning with your child!

Wellbeing of Children
We all know how stressful recent times have been and it is sometimes difficult to know where we can get
help. The County Council have suggested a number of websites and organisations from whom help can be
obtained.






MindEd - a free educational resource from Health Education England on children and young people's
mental health.
Rise Above is a website co-created and produced by young people.
Every Mind Matters includes an online tool and email journey which aims to support everyone to
feel more confident in taking action to look after their mental health and wellbeing.
Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond programme, focusing on finding and reaching out to vulnerable children around the country who are experiencing negative impacts on their health and wellbeing,
Bereavement UK and the Childhood Bereavement Network

