Newsletter - Monday 12th October 2020

Aycliffe Village Primary School
Dear Parents/Carers
I had a lovely time this weekend looking at all of the Harvest singing and painting that has been going on in school. Hopefully we will have a video to post on Facebook so that everyone can join in with our singing. The food donations will be
collected this afternoon by Reverend Jeff. Thank you to everyone who made a donation.
This week is our Open Evening Week —staff have been sending out letters to let you know the approximate time of your
phone call. Please be patient as some calls may overrun but hopefully everyone will be prompt and stick to the 5 minute
slots that we have been able to allocate.
Please remember to contact the school as soon as possible if you are concerned about whether or not your child should
be in school because of Covid. The flow chart at the end of this newsletter will support you in your decision making.
If there is anything else you wish to raise with the class teacher, myself or Mr Tait please feel free to email school.
Regards
Mrs Brown
Online Learning in case of lockdown
Thank you to all of the parents who have signed up to the Google Classrooms. When you are signing up with your own email can you
please give the teachers a clue about who you are—especially if your display name isn’t obvious. One teacher has had to track down
which child belonged to Dave the Rave!
The Google Classroom will be used to send work to your child if they have to self isolate because a household member has had a
positive test result. So it is really important to join as soon as possible.
What is my child expected to do if she/he has to isolate?
We want all children to make as much progress as possible even if they have to do their learning at home.
As soon as you have created an account in Google Classroom (details for each class are on the class pages of the website) we can
continue to help your child learn.
On the classroom page will be a link to The Oak Academy which we are using to provide literacy, numeracy and learning in other
subjects. This will broadly cover similar topics to those being covered in literacy and numeracy. This site was chosen because it
doesn’t require lots of worksheets to be printed for your child.
Teachers may use the email address that you provide for the classroom to sent other work—especially if your child is isolating because of a household member having a positive test rather than a local lockdown.
If you do not have access to an internet enable device (laptop, ipad, phone etc) please contact school.
Work will not be provided for children who are ill with “ordinary” illnesses such as sickness or severe colds.
How can parents/carers help their child?
Have specific times of day for learning (create a timetable for learning) and don’t forget that weekends and evenings are times for
family and home life activities
Try to create a workspace for learning
Make time for breaks and exercise
Remind your child about how to stay safe on-line. Check that your parental controls are in place and up to date
Contact school if there are any problems—use the email on the Google Classroom page to contact staff
Enjoy learning with your child

Parent Governor Vacancy
The ballot papers are now ready to be sent to parents and should be sent home today. There are 2 papers being sent
with each child as both parents have a right to vote.
The guidance for parent governor elections states that:
"Parent(s)" means the person(s) who has/have parental responsibility for him or her or who has/have care of the child.

Although the papers ask for them to be returned by Friday the closing date will now be 7 days from today—19th
October.
Holiday Dates
Below are the dates for school holidays this year. Please note that we finish on Thursday 22nd October for half term.
Friday is a staff training day. House of Eden are open during half term. Please contact them directly if you want to book
childcare—places are limited.
The start of next year 2021-22 is still to be determined because the new Head Teacher may want the first day of term
to be a training day for staff. In which case children will return to school on Thursday 2nd September.

Wellbeing of Children
We all know how stressful recent times have been and it is sometimes difficult to know where we can get
help. The County Council have suggested a number of websites and organisations from whom help can be
obtained.






MindEd - a free educational resource from Health Education England on children and young people's
mental health.
Rise Above is a website co-created and produced by young people.
Every Mind Matters includes an online tool and email journey which aims to support everyone to
feel more confident in taking action to look after their mental health and wellbeing.
Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond programme, focusing on finding and reaching out to vulnerable
children around the country who are experiencing negative impacts on their health and wellbeing,
Bereavement UK and the Childhood Bereavement Network

PTA 100 Club
Although they are looking at other possible way of raising money, the 100 Club is the only fundraising initiative that
the PTA have. Mrs Clarkson has asked me to remind those parents who already have numbers and wish to continue
with them, to return the forms that were sent out earlier this term.
A form is included in this newsletter for those parents who would like a number this year. Please complete it and email
it back to Mrs Clarkson.

