Newsletter 3rd February 2020

Aycliffe Village Primary School
Dear Parents/Carers
The children were thrilled to see Liz Million (local author and illustrator) back in school last Monday—she was as enthusiastic, energetic and inspirational as ever!
I hope you are all able to attend Parents Evening appointments this week. This is such a valuable opportunity to speak to
your child’s teacher and look at their work. Books will be set out in the hall for you to look through before your appointment. A polite reminder please that appointments are for 10 minutes so please don’t feel affronted if teachers stop the
appointment after this length of time. It is important staff stick to timings so appointments with other parents are not
affected.
Best wishes
Mrs H Sutherland
Wild Flower Garden—project with 3M

Questionnaire about residential trips

Lime Class will be helping plant bulbs for our
new wild flower garden next Monday afternoon
(Monday 10th February). It would be helpful if
they could bring wellies to school that day and
a change of trousers, if they would like to, for
example jogging bottoms, in case it’s muddy on
the field. Staff from 3M will be working in our
school that morning to help prepare the ground
for the planting; we are very grateful to 3M for
supporting with this. Obviously it will take a
little while before things grow and the garden is
visible but we are very excited about the way
this area will develop in the future!

We will be sending a questionnaire home this week (one per family)
so please look out for this. We would like your views about contributing to costs of trips at school, especially residential trips. For a
number of years, our school has offered a residential trip to pupils in
Years 4, 5 and 6 however we are conscious of the financial implications this can have for families and are wondering if this should be
changed in the future. There are also some financial implications for
us, as a school, that we need to consider when organising trips. Your
views on this, and other aspects of requests for money, would be
gratefully received so we can ensure the parent/carer view is reflected in decisions we make moving forward.

Celebration Assembly Awards
Well done to the children below who were chosen for awards in last Friday’s Celebration Assembly!
Outstanding Learner

Joseph W, Amy L, Lucy B

Outstanding Attitude

Emily O’N, Morgan A

Outstanding Manners

Harry P

Homework

Hannah S

Wow Writer

Savannah D, Jack P

Maths Wizard

Daisy Y, James B

Values

Scarlet D, Mia M

Reading Rockstar

Ned W, Alfie J

Curriculum Award

Phoebe G

Head Teacher Award

Tessa B, Edward D

Golden Broom

Sycamore Class!

PTA School Discos
A reminder that these will take place on Wednesday 12th February for Reception and Key Stage 1 children and Thursday
13th February for children from Years 3 to 6. Discos will be straight from school until 4.45pm. Children can wear nonuniform/disco clothes to school on the day of the disco but please make sure foot wear is suitable for playtimes, during the day. Tickets cost £5.00 (includes entertainment, food, unlimited juice and a goody bag to take home) and can
be bought from the PTA website rather than by sending money into school. We will have a list of all tickets purchased
so children won’t be given actual tickets from school.
The link to the website to purchase tickets is:
www.pta-events.co.uk/aycliffevillageprimarypta
When you purchase a ticket you will be asked if you are happy to contribute to the charge the PTA receive for using an
online payment system (about 9p per ticket) Please be aware this is an optional charge so there is no obligation to pay
this.
The PTA also need 2 volunteers for the KS2 disco to help in the kitchen. Please visit their website to offer to help, if you
are able to.
Thank you for your support.

Invitation to parents/carers/family members of children in Sycamore Class
As part of their RE topic, children in Sycamore Class will visit St Andrew’s Church, Aycliffe Village, on Thursday 27th February at 1.30pm to re-enact a christening! They are invited to wear special clothes, suitable for a christening, rather
than school uniform, that day! Parents, carers and family members are very welcome to join us for this too. Thank you
to Reverend Anne for supporting us with this and for offering to lead the service.

Book Tokens
Wow word of the week
Children will be bringing book tokens for World Book Day home
with them today. These can be used in a range of shops as discounts off books. We hope your child enjoys using them. A reminder that World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March and children
are invited to dress up as a character from a book, if they would
like to.

tolerance

Unwelcome visitors!
They come to visit school now and again and have
recently been at our school—I’m talking about
head lice of course! Please make sure you check
your children’s hair regularly for these and treat
them with appropriate medication, as soon as
possible, to try to stop them spreading. We
would also recommend that anyone with long
hair wears it tied back at school.

