Newsletter - Tuesday 7th January 2020

Aycliffe Village Primary School
Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back and Happy New Year! I hope you all enjoyed Christmas and that Santa was kind! It was wonderful to see
so many family members in school the last week of term to watch Christmas performances and/or to join us for the
Christmas Church Service. Your support is much appreciated by us all. I also wanted to thank you, on behalf of all school
staff. for any cards and gifts that were sent our way. We never expect these but the kind words expressed in cards, from
you and your children, really mean a lot.
It was lovely to welcome your children back to school this morning—they all look very happy to be back and were full of
conversation about their Christmas holidays!
With my very best wishes for a happy and healthy 2020!
Mrs Sutherland
Head Teacher
Lime Class Maternity Cover

Reading Records

The plan is for Miss Hunt to work the first three weeks
of the term before starting her maternity leave the
week beginning 27th January (I say ’the plan’, as you
never know when babies choose to make their arrival!)
A reminder that Mrs Marambe (pronounced Marambee!) is in school this Thursday (9th January) to teach
the class in the morning and spend time with the class
alongside Miss Hunt in the afternoon. There is then an
opportunity for parents/carers to meet with Mrs Marambe on Thursday at 3.15. Please come and say hello
to her if you are available—she is really looking forward to meeting you and getting to know your children!

Children will be bringing new reading records home this week.
These include a summary in the front of what to expect from
us at school and some detail about different ways we teach
reading. Please look out for these and start using them instead of previous reading records. Reading with your child at
home can be so enjoyable and makes
such a difference to their progress in
school. We hope you are able to support
with this as much as possible.

Celebration Assembly Awards
Well done to the children below who were chosen for an award during Celebration Assembly at the end of last term!
Outstanding Learner

Lily P (Reception), Claudia B, Ethan N

Outstanding Attitude

Liyah H

Outstanding Manners

Franco B, Cameron E

Wow Writer

Joe C

Values

Robyn E

Reading Rock Star (new award!)

Oliver Y, Charlotte A

Curriculum Award (new award!)

Kobe P, Imogen C. Ruby C

Maths Wizard

Eden S

Head Teacher Award

Annabel D, Tyler L

Golden Broom

Horse Chestnut and Sycamore Classes!

Swimming

Silver Birch Class will start swimming lessons this Wednesday and
will swim until Easter. Please be
aware that all children need swimming caps and bikinis are not to be
worn.

Scooters and bikes on school grounds
A reminder, in case you didn’t see the message on the last newsletter of last
year, that we ask adults bringing and collecting children from school to ensure their children are using scooters and bikes safely on school grounds and
with care and an awareness of other children and visitors in school. Some
children (including pre school children) are riding these far too fast in busy
areas and I am concerned someone might be bumped or hurt again. I will
also remind children about this again in assemblies this week.

Hoopstarz Day

Parents Afternoon/Evening Letters—Year 6

Next Tuesday (14th), Hoopstarz will be visiting our school
to lead activities with children across school (part of our
commitment to exercise and healthy lifestyles). The company leading this will be selling hoops for £3.00. If you
would like to buy one for your child, please send the money into school with your child that day (in a sealed envelope or purse/wallet).

A reminder that Miss Peel will be holding appointments with parents/carers next week instead of later in the term. If you sent a reply slip
in about this, appointment times have been sent
home with your child. Please check with Miss
Peel if this hasn’t reached you .

Attendance and Punctuality
As part of our end of term review of attendance and punctuality, we will soon be sending out letters to families where
there are concerns in this area. Please be aware that any attendance below 90% is considered as persistent absenteeism and this is particularly concerning where there is a history of this throughout a child’s school years. Holidays during term time are rarely authorised and although you might not agree with this, it is a policy, guided by national and
local requirements, that we have to apply consistently.
Our attendance figures are monitored by the Local Authority and it is necessary for us to follow up any concerns we
have as low attendance can have a significant impact on a pupil’s attainment and progress at school. If there is a history
of concern about your child’s attendance then we might be required to ask for medical evidence for any absences for
illness and may refer the situation to the attendance enforcement team at Durham Local Authority.
Residential Trips—meetings for Parents/Carers

Wow word

Residential trips to Ford Castle and Robinwood are fast approaching! We will be arranging meetings about these so parents/carers can find out more details about the trips and about
clothing, equipment, etc that children need. We will share dates
for these soon.

I mentioned this word in today’s assembly!

resolute

Diary Dates for Spring Term 2020
Please note that these dates are correct at the time of printing. There might be unavoidable reasons why some dates need
to be changed in the future or additional dates might be added. If this happens we will inform parents/carers on future
newsletters and via text message.
Date

Event

Wednesday 8th January

A staff member from Sedgefield Sports Partnership to work with Lime and Silver
Birch Classes on active English and Maths lessons! (5 week block)
Silver Birch Class to start swimming lessons (until Easter)

Thursday 9th January

3.15—Mrs Marambe in school to meet with parents/carers of children in Lime Class

Monday 13th January

Year 6 Parents Evening appointments (1.15 –5.00)
Dance Coach to work with children in Silver Birch and Sycamore Classes (5 weeks)

Tuesday 14th January

Hoopstarz Day! All classes will take part.
Year 6 Parents Evening appointments (3.30—5.00)

Tuesday 21st January

Liz Million, author and illustrator, in school for a celebration launch of the book our
Key Stage 2 children helped with. Every child in KS2 will receive a complimentary
copy of the book!

Thursday 23rd January

9.00—Sycamore Class to lead assembly. Parents/carers/family members invited to
attend.

Tuesday 4th and Wednesday
5th February

Parents Evening (Reception to Year 5), 3.30—5.30

Friday 7th February

Judo Taster sessions for all classes

Tuesday 11th February

Internet Safety Day—we will focus on this topic in assemblies this week

Wednesday 12th February

PTA Valentine’s Disco Details TBC (Reception and Key Stage 1)

Thursday 13th February

9.00—Silver Birch Class to lead assembly. Parents/carers/family members invited to
attend.
PTA Valentine’s Disco Details TBC (Key Stage 2)

Friday 14th February

School closes at the end of the day for the February half term holiday

Monday 24th February

School reopens after the February half term holiday

Wednesday 26th February

Willow Class to attend ‘Move with Max’ event at Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre

Thursday 27th February

9.00—Hawthorn Class to lead assembly. Parents/carers/family members invited to
attend.

Monday 2nd to Wednesday
4th March

Robinwood Residential Trip—Years 5 and 6

Thursday 5th March

World Book Day
9.00—Lime Class to lead assembly. Parents/carers/family members invited to
attend.

Friday 13th March

Sports Relief Day

Tuesday 24th March

Anne Frank workshop in school (Years 5 and 6)

Thursday 26th March

9.00—Willow Class to lead Class assembly. Parents/carers/family members invited
to attend.

Tuesday 31st March

Intra School Sports Competition—all classes to take part in activities throughout
the day.

Wednesday 1st April

2.45—Easter Service at school (Reception and Key Stage 1)

Thursday 2nd April

9.00—Easter Service at school (Key Stage 2)

Friday 3rd April

Decorate a boiled egg Easter competition. School closes for the Easter holidays!

