Newsletter - Monday 9th September 2019

Aycliffe Village Primary School
Dear Parents/Carers
We had a lovely first week back at school and it was wonderful to catch up with your children and to hear all their news
from their summer holidays! We look forward to having our Reception children in school for full days this week. It was
wonderful to see them sitting with their ‘buddies’ from Hawthorn Class at lunchtime—our older pupils really enjoy supporting younger children as they settle into school life.
Apologies for some things that haven’t been quite right this week, for example there was a mix up with the Cool Milk on
Tuesday and we are aware some Parent Pay accounts aren't right yet, with errors with charges for school meal payments.
It is taking a while to have Mrs Swainston set up with all the many different systems in school. Frustratingly we were unable to set her up with passwords, etc until she officially joined us last week. Please bear with us and be reassured we
are working as quickly as we can to have everything up and running properly as soon as possible! Thank you for your patience and understanding with this.
Best wishes
Mrs Sutherland

Letter about immunisations—ACTION NEEDED—all parents/carers
Please see a letter about immunisations on page 3 of this newsletter. If you want your child to have the immunisation in
school, please be aware you need to complete the online form. Our school had a relatively low uptake for this last year
so we are keen to improve this, to try to protect children from falling ill with flu. This year, the nasal immunisation will
be offered to all children from Reception to Year 6. There is a deadline to sign up for this so please check the letter carefully and follow instructions given in this.
After School Dance Class
Miss Louise, who runs our Dance Class, has been in touch to say she is on a course this Thursday so dance
class will now start on Thursday 19th September, not Thursday 12th as originally planned. Apologies
for this change. We only found this out after letters had been printed and sent home last week. The
termly amount charged for the club will be amended accordingly.

Celebration Assembly Awards
Well done to the children below who were chosen during last week’s Celebration Assembly of the year for having
such a positive start to this school year!
Horse Chestnut Class

Oscar H

Sycamore Class

Cameron E

Lime Class

Oliver Y

Silver Birch Class

Charlotte G

Rowan Class

Jamie L

Hawthorn Class

Ellie W, Matthew L

Head Teacher

Joe C

Golden Broom

Sycamore Class!

NSPCC Assemblies—Monday 16th September
The NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. programme is visiting our school to make sure our pupils have the knowledge and understanding they need to stay safe from abuse.This is a nationwide programme for every primary-school-aged child in the UK.
Through child-friendly, interactive assemblies and workshops their specially trained staff (and mascot, Buddy!) will give our
children information about how to keep themselves safe from harm and how to get help if they have any worries, sensitively
discussing issues like bullying and sexual abuse, without using scary words or adult language. We have studied the content of
the materials and heard from other schools who have participated and are extremely confident that they are appropriate for
primary-school-aged children. By the end of their visit, we’re convinced children will feel empowered – knowing how they can
speak out and stay safe. If you would like any more information about the NSPCC Speak out. Stay safe. programme, including
frequently asked questions, you can find it on the NSPCC website nspcc.org.uk/schools
Talking about the Underwear Rule with your children—The NSPCC’s work in schools will help encourage conversations about staying safe and they have a number of child-friendly materials to help you carry on the conversation afterwards. That includes ‘The
Underwear Rule’, a simple way for parents to help keep children safe from sexual abuse – without using scary words or even mentioning sex. The guide uses the rules of PANTS to teach children that their body belongs to them and them alone. You can find out
more and download the free resources at nspcc.org.uk/pants
If you’d like to know more about the NSPCC’s work, or take a look at the wide range of information and advice which is available for
parents and carers, please visit their website nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/

Wow word

Class Curriculum Newsletters

Thank you to Clara for sharing this word with me.

These will be available on our school website from tomorrow
(Tuesday) They will give you an overview of topics your children
will cover this term at school. To find them, please go to the Our
Classes tab at the top of the home page on the website and select
your child’s class. We hope you find them a useful point of reference.

flashback

Diary Dates for the rest of this school year
Please see the final pages of this newsletter for key diary dates, as
they currently stand. We will inform you, in future newsletters if
any of these change.

Letters home this week
Please look out for some letters that will be coming home this week. There will be letters for children in Sycamore, Silver Birch, Rowan and Hawthorn Classes about school trips that are taking place this half term. We wish you to know the
price for these, as soon as possible. However, Parent Pay might not be set up for payments to be made straightaway
(linked to issues mentioned at the start of our newsletter) Again, we will arrange this as soon as we can.
Letters will also be coming home about Bikeability (children in Years Silver Birch, Rowan and Hawthorn Classes will be
taking part in this). Please look out for these as the person delivering these sessions needs a reply slip for your child to
be able to take part.

.

Over 1000 children were hospitalised
with flu last season, just under half
required admission to intensive care
Dear Parent/Guardian of children from reception up to and including year 6.

Please visit the link or scan the QR code below to consent for your child (one for each child) to receive their flu vaccine in the autumn term 2019. This consent must be completed by 27th September to ensure we can vaccinate your
child when we are in school. Please note the consent form has been improved and simplified.
You will be asked to enter a secure school code:
School Name: Aycliffe Village

Code: 114101

www.hdft.nhs.uk/electronic-consent
This vaccination programme is in place to help protect your child against flu. Flu can be a very serious illness and sometimes
causes major health complications particularly in children and the elderly. Vaccinating your child will also help protect more
vulnerable friends and family by preventing the spread of flu. Please ensure you read and understand all the information at
the above link before you complete the consent form.
The vaccination is free and recommended for young children and is given via a quick and simple spray up the nose.
If you have any questions or do not have internet access to complete the form please do not hesitate to contact us on:
03000 032554
Yours sincerely,
Karen Guest-Humphries
Clinical Lead, Childhood Immunisation Team for Durham, Darlington and Teesside

Diary Dates for Spring Term 2020
Please note that these dates are correct at the time of printing. There might be unavoidable reasons why some dates need
to be changed in the future or additional dates might be added. If this happens we will inform parents/carers on future
newsletters and via text message.
Date

Event

Monday 6th January

School closed for children (staff training day)

Tuesday 7th January

School reopens after the Christmas holidays

Monday 13th January

Children in Silver Birch and Horse Chestnut Classes will have dance lessons as part
of their PE lessons (5 week block)

Tuesday 14th January

Hoopstarz Day in school!

Thursday 23rd January

9.00am—Sycamore Class Assembly—Parents/carers invited to watch

Tuesday 4th February

3.30—5.30—Parents Evening

Wednesday 5th February

3.30—5.30—Parents Evening

Friday 7th February

Judo Taster Session in school

Thursday 13th February

9.00am—Silver Birch Class Assembly—Parents/carers invited to watch

Friday 14th February

Break up for the Spring half term holiday

Monday 24th February

School reopens after the February half term holiday

Thursday 27th February

9.00am—Hawthorn Class Assembly—Parents/carers invited to watch.

Thursday 5th March

World Book Day
9.00am—Lime Class Assembly—Parents/carers invited to watch

Friday 13th March

Sports Relief

Thursday 26th March

9.00am—Willow Class Assembly—Parents/carers invited to watch

Tuesday 31st March

Children to take part in an Intra School Competition (part of our PE Curriculum)

Wednesday 1st April

2.45—Easter Service in school (Reception and Key Stage 1 children) Parents/carers
invited to attend.

Thursday 2nd April

9.05—Easter Service in school (Key Stage 2 children) Parents/carers invited to
attend.

Friday 3rd April

School closes at the end of the day for the Easter holidays

Diary Dates for Summer Term 2020
Please note that these dates are correct at the time of printing. There might be unavoidable reasons why some dates need
to be changed in the future or additional dates might be added. If this happens we will inform parents/carers on future
newsletters and via text message.

Date

Event

Monday 20th April

School closed to children (staff training day)

Tuesday 21st April

School reopens after the Easter holidays

Monday 27th April

Yoga lessons for Rowan and Hawthorn Classes (as part o f their PE lessons—5 week
block)

Thursday 7th May

9.00am—Rowan Class Assembly—Parents/carers invited to watch.

Friday 8th May

School closed for the May bank holiday (Friday instead of the usual Monday, due to
national VE day commemorations)

Monday 11th to Friday 15th Year 6 SATs week
May
Monday 18th to Thursday
21st May

Year 2 SATs week

Friday 22nd May

School closed to children (staff training day) followed by the May half term holiday

Monday 1st June

School reopens after the May half term holiday

Week beginning 8th June

Year 1 Phonics Check to take place this week

June (exact date to be confirmed)

Year 4 children will take the Multiplication Test (new statutory assessment introduced
this year)

Thursday 2nd July

Sports Day—9.30 for children in Reception and Key Stage 1
1.30 for children in Key Stage 2

Thursday 9th July

End of year reports to go out

Tuesday 14th July

3.30—5.30—Optional Parents Evening to discuss end of year reports.

Friday 17th July

School closes at the end of the day for the summer holidays!

