
 
Newsletter - Monday 23rd November 2020 

Aycliffe Village Primary School 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
We are getting close to the date when we will be taking part in the flu immunisation programme. A number of parents 
may have refused to have their child immunised due to the porcine gelatine content of the nasal spray. An alternative is 
now available. Please see the letter from the Health Trust attached to this letter for more details. 
Thank you for all of the care that you are taking as you drop off and collect your children, ensuring that we stay as safe as 
possible. It has been pointed out though that some parents who have dropped off their children are having a socially dis-
tanced chat. This is fine but as other children are still arriving for school they are having to walk into the road to avoid the 
chatting parents. Please be aware of children still arriving and make sure that they can use the pavements. Thanks you. 

Regards 
Mrs Brown 

Year 1 Reading Challenge 
Miss Richardson has been very impressed with the number of children who are reading as part of her new challenge to 
the class. Your support with this will help your child to make the best possible progress in reading—thank you. 

Year 2 Reading Challenge 
Miss Craven has also decided to challenge her class with their reading. She is introducing the challenge with her class. 

 
Good luck to everyone with their reading! 

Christmas Party Day 
Another tradition is the Christmas party. Again we are adapting our celebrations to make them Covid-safe. We are going 
to have a Christmas Party Day. This will be Thursday 17th December. There will be a range of Christmas activities going 
on in every classroom and time will be given to each class to have games in the hall. A party tea will be held in each 
classroom too. 

On-line learning 
Some parents may be thinking that because they signed up to Google Classroom before the summer, they do not need 
to do it again. Every child changed classes in September, with a new teacher, so ALL children need to be signed up to 
their new Google classroom for this year. Please see the school website  page for instructions on how to sign up and 
get the access code. 
Some teachers have said that they would like to be able to set homework via Google Classroom. So the sooner every-
one is signed up the easier it will be to access homework. 

Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Lunch 

Both of these events will take place on 11th December. It will be lovely to see all the amazing jumpers. Remember that 

you do not need to buy your child a new jumper—just add tinsel and glitz to any jumper and it will look fabulous. If your 

child usually brings a packed lunch and they would like a school Christmas Lunch please return the consent form on the 

back of this newsletter and make payment (via ParentPay) by Friday 27th November. 

Christmas Cards 
It has always been a tradition that children bring in cards for their friends in December. Covid won’t stop this but it will 
make things a little different. 
The cards will need to be quarantined. Children should bring their cards between 7th and 11th December. They will be 
put in a class mail box and given out on Monday 14th December.  

Water in Bottles 
Another reminder that children should only be bringing water in their bottles. 
A bottle was spilled last week and damage done to a book.  



 

 
PTA News 

During the last lockdown period one of our parents, Alex Swainston, used the time to cross off something from her bucket list by 
writing, illustrating and self-publishing a children's book. Alex has kindly offered to donate a percentage of all sales to parents of 
Aycliffe Village Primary School children to the PTA.  

 

The book is aimed at any young age who can be read a bedtime story, also ideal for early young readers to read them-
selves. It's a poetic picture book about imagination and play and although it is about a little girl it would suit all gen-
ders.  

Although it is available to buy direct from Amazon Alex is able to sell authors copies for £6.99 and donate £1.50 of eve-
ry book sold at school back to the school PTA. 

 

 

The Girl with the Marvellous Mind  

A bedtime story with a difference. This is about a little girl with the biggest imagination! Follow her in her bedtime 
adventures and be inspired to have your own! 

To order please email: 

alex.swainston@btinternet.com. Mention you are an Aycliffe Village Primary School parent and let her know if you 
would like a signed dedication message included. Payments can be made through bank transfer or PayPal (Friends 
and Family). Contact her before the end of November to order a copy in time for Xmas. 

 

The PTA would like to thank Alex for her generous offer of a donation and wish her every success with her book.  

A review from Amazon said, “I love this book. Brings a whole new dimension to a bedtime story and I can see lots of 
ways that it can be used interactively with your own child or grandchild's inspiration built in. The fact that it is about 
a girl is irrelevant however, I can see it would be favoured by parents of little girls as the subject is clearly a little girl 
with a huge imagination and it is given life in the most lovely way with this book.” 
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Is your child ready for Online Learning? 

We continue to see  a number of children who are having to isolate because family members are having tests or who have had posi-

tive tests. So, it is really important that we have all of our children signed up to their Google classroom. 

What is my child expected to do if she/he has to isolate? 

We want all children to make as much progress as possible even if they have to do their learning at home. 

As soon as you have created an account in Google Classroom (details for each class are on the class pages of the website) we can 

continue to help your child learn. 

On the classroom page will be a link to The Oak Academy which we are using to provide literacy, numeracy and learning in other 

subjects. This will broadly cover similar topics to those being covered in literacy and numeracy. This site was chosen because it 

doesn’t require lots of worksheets to be printed for your child. 

Teachers may use the email address that you provide for the classroom to sent other work—especially if your child is isolating be-

cause of a household member having a positive test rather than a local lockdown. 

If you do not have access to an internet enable device (laptop, ipad, phone etc) please contact school. 

Work will not be provided for children who are ill with “ordinary” illnesses such as sickness or severe colds. 

How can parents/carers help their child with on-line learning? 

Have specific times of day for learning (create a timetable for learning) and don’t forget that weekends and evenings are times for 

family and  home life activities 

Try to create a workspace for learning 

Make time for breaks and exercise  

Remind your child about how to stay safe on-line. Check that your parental controls are in place and up to date 

Contact school if there are any problems—use the email on the Google Classroom page to contact staff 

Wellbeing of Children 
We all know how stressful recent times have been and it is sometimes difficult to know where we can get 
help. The County Council have suggested a number of websites and organisations from whom help can be 
obtained. 
 

 MindEd - a free educational resource from Health Education England on children and young people's 
mental health.  

 Rise Above is a website co-created and produced by young people. 
 Every Mind Matters includes an online tool and email journey which aims to support everyone to 

feel more confident in taking action to look after their mental health and wellbeing.  
 Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond programme, focusing on finding and reaching out to vulnerable chil-

dren around the country who are experiencing negative impacts on their health and wellbeing, 
 Bereavement UK and the Childhood Bereavement Network 
 



 
 
 
 



Aycliffe Village Primary School - Christmas Lunch 2020                                                
 
We will be having Christmas Lunch on Friday 11th December. If your child normally has a packed lunch and would like a school meal 
on this day, then please complete and return the attached slip no later than Friday 27th November.  

 
 
Christmas Lunch order form (Please note: This is only to be completed if your child normally has a packed lunch) 
 
Name of child ______________________________   Class _____________________ 
 
I will arrange to pay £2.10 via ParentPay by Friday 27th November 
 
Signed______________________ Parent/Carer     Date _______________ 
 

The cost of this meal is £2.10 and payment must be made via your ParentPay account by Friday 27th November. (Please note: Chil-
dren in Reception & KS1 are entitled to a Universal free school meal) 
  


