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RE Intent:  

At Aycliffe Village Primary School, the aim of Religious Education is to help children to acquire and 

develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions represented in 

Great Britain; to appreciate the way that religious beliefs shape life and our behaviour, develop the ability 

to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues and enhance their spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural development. 

Religious Education is taught throughout the school in such a way as to reflect the overall aims, values, 

and philosophy of the school. At Aycliffe Village Primary School, Religious Education plays an 

important role, along with all other curriculum areas, particularly PSHCE, in promoting the spiritual, 

moral, social, and cultural development of our children. 

 

RE teaching at Aycliffe Village Primary School aims to follow the requirements of the Durham Locally 

Agreed Syllabus; providing opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development as well as 

provoking challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life. At Aycliffe Village 

Primary we recognise that RE learning can be developed through creative experiences and we aim to 

make RE teaching as enjoyable and challenging as possible.  

 

Special Educational Needs Disability (SEND) / Pupil Premium / Higher Attainers 

All children will have Quality First Teaching.  Any children with identified SEND or in receipt of pupil 

premium funding may have work additional to and different from their peers in order to access the 

curriculum dependent upon their needs. As well as this, our school offers a demanding and varied 

curriculum, providing children with a range of opportunities in order for them to reach their full potential 

and consistently achieve highly from their starting points. 

 

 

Implementation: 

RE is a foundation subject which derives its aims for the Locally Agreed Syllabus rather than the 

National Curriculum. Here at Aycliffe Village Primary School we use the Durham Locally Agreed 

Syllabus requirements for KS1, KS2 and the Foundation Stage. RE teaching will deliver these 

requirements through half termly topics.  

 

There are three elements to RE which we as a school we base our RE teaching on.  

 Knowledge and Understanding of Religion: This is about what religion is and the impact it has for 

individuals and communities. It involves investigation of and enquiry into the nature of religion and 

beliefs through the four RE concepts: belief, authority,  expressions of belief, impact of belief. Pupils will 

develop their knowledge and understanding of individual religions and distinctive religious traditions, 
and apply this to considering ways in which religions are similar to and different from each other. All 

pupils will enquire into ultimate questions and ethical issues through their study of religious traditions. 

 

 Critical Thinking: Critical thinking requires pupils to use reason to analyse and evaluate the claims that 

religions make. Through learning in this way pupils have the opportunity to give opinions, support their 

ideas with reason, consider alternative arguments, weigh up evidence and listen to and respond to the 

views of others, so developing the ability to articulate their own views and form their own opinions. 
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Critical thinking requires pupils to be open minded and to value different types of reasoning including 

intuition e.g. the many differing reasons why people might hold onto a religious faith. 

 

 Personal Reflection: This develops pupils’ ability to reflect on religion in relation to their own beliefs, 

values and experiences and the influence of these on their daily life, attitudes and actions. Personal 

evaluation is introspective, subjective and private. Pupils can make personal progress through reflection, 

empathy, developing respect and appreciation of others. 

 

At Aycliffe Village Primary School, it has been agreed that having taken into account the requirements 

and guidelines presented in the Agreed Syllabus, the following religions have been selected for study:  

 Christianity 

 Hinduism 

 Judaism  

 Buddhism    

 Islam 

  

As Christianity is the predominant religion in the school's pupil population and in the community 

surrounding the school, Christianity is the chosen faith for Progressed Study.  

There are no presumptions made as to the religious backgrounds and beliefs and values of the children 

and the staff.  We value the religious background of all members of the school community and hope that 

this will encourage individuals to share their own experiences with others freely.  All religions and their 

communities are treated with respect and sensitivity and we value the links, which are, and can be made 

between home, school, and a faith community.  We acknowledge that each religion studied can contribute 

to the education of all our pupils.  We promote teaching in Religious Education that stresses open enquiry 

and first-hand experiences wherever possible for both staff and children.  

 

Impact: 

The children at Aycliffe Village Primary School enjoy learning lots about other religions and why people 

choose, or choose not to follow a religion. Through their R.E. learning, the children are able to make links 

between their own lives and those of others in their community and in the wider world. RE acts as a hub, 

therefore, between social aspects of learning, science and geography. Through RE our children are 

developing an understanding of other people’s cultures and ways of life, which they are then able to 

communicate to the wider community.  

RE offers our children the means by which to understand how other people choose to live and to 

understand why they choose to live in that way. As such, RE is invaluable in an ever changing and 

shrinking world 

 

Our RE Curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progression and build 

on and embed current skills.  

If children are achieving the knowledge and skills in lessons, then they are deemed to be making good or 

better progress.  

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods:  

 Pupil discussions and interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice). 

 Moderation staff meetings with opportunities for dialogue between teachers. 

 Moderation of RE books 

 Annual reporting and tracking of standards across the curriculum. 

 Photo evidence and images of the pupils practical learning. 

 A reflection on standards achieved against the planned outcomes. 

  

 
 

 
 


