
 
 

 

Art Skills Progression Ladder 

Year 
Group 

Drawing (Dr) Painting (P) 3D work (3D) Collage  
(C) 

Printing (PR) Textiles 
 (T) 

Photo/ Digital 
(PD) 

Evaluating (E) 

 
 

EYFS 
 

Enjoys making marks, signs and 
symbols on a variety of types of 

paper 
Is spontaneously expressive, using 
marks, lines and curves. Creates 

simple representations with 
purpose and intention. 

Explores making marks on a variety of 
papers 

Uses a variety of tools to spread paint - 
straws, matchsticks etc. as well as 

brushes.  

Creates simple representations. 

Handles, feels and manipulates 
rigid and malleable materials – 

clay, card etc.  
Pulls apart and reconstructs 

basic shapes 

Handles different materials  
Selects and sorts materials 

into given criteria/qualities 
e.g. warm, cold, shiny, 

smooth, Considers texture, 

colour and shape.  

Random experimental printing 
with hands, feet, or any found 

materials 
 

Uses one colour of paint or ink 

to create patterns – random or 
organised 

Handles and 
manipulates materials 

such as threads, 
cottons, wool, raffia, 

grass to make a simple 

product. 
Is aware of colour, 
texture and shape 

Recognises photographs as 
an art form. Collects 

photographs for a theme.  
 

Opens and uses an art 

program to make lines, 
shapes and colour. 

 

Identifies and uses their 
favourite colours Identifies 

things they like in their 
surroundings 

 
 

Year 1 
 

Uses line to represent objects 
seen, remembered or imagined. 

 

Explores tone using different 
grades of pencil, pastel and chalk. 

Experiments with and enjoys mixing 
primary colours to make secondary 

colours. 

 
Creates pattern using different tools and 
colours for effect. Can spread and apply 

paint for a background 

Becomes aware of form, feel, 
texture and pattern on objects. 

Can model in malleable materials 

to assemble basic shapes. 
 

Experiments with basic tools on 

rigid and plastic materials. 

Engages in more complex 
activities, e.g. cutting, 

tearing and sewing a variety 

of materials and select/use 
according to qualities. 

 

Has experience of adhesives 
and decides on the most 
effective for a given task. 

Explores and recreates 
patterns and textures with an 
extended range of materials, 

shape and colour - e.g. 
sponges, leaves, fruit. 

Can control with pressure. 

Can take rubbings from 
textured objects. 

Sorts, collects, 
discusses different 

fabrics. 

Cuts fabrics and 
threads.  

Collects and uses 

fabrics with intention for 
a piece of work. 

Selects photographs for a 
theme. 

Can control focus or zoom 

to compose still pictures. 
 

Can control size, colour 

shape. 
Can copy, paste, save and 

print an image. 

Identifies how their own, peers 
or other artists’ work makes 

them feel. 

Can respond to art and artists 
to help them adapt and 
improve their own work. 

 

 

 

Year 2 
 

Uses line and tone to represent 
things seen, remembered or 

observed – adds tone, colour and 

detail. 

Represents things observed, 
remembered or imagined, using colour 

to express mood and feelings.  

 
Knows different types of paint and uses 

a variety of tools and sizes of brush. Can 

experiment with colour and apply with 
purpose. 

Compares, recreates and creates 
form, texture and shape using a 

variety of tools. 

 
Can use clay to construct a 

simple functional form, using 

smoothing and joining techniques 
with care. 

Develops awareness of 
contrasts in texture and 

colour through overlapping 

and overlaying. 
 

Uses cutting and tearing 

techniques to convey an 
idea and can select 
materials with clear 

intentions.  

Creates a range of prints and 
can identify prints in their own 

environment. 

Can create a repeated 
pattern. 

Weaves paper and wool, 
to create a pattern. 

 

Cut fabrics and can use 
a running stitch to sew 

together. 

Adds decoration using 
adhesive. 

Alters images through 
collage, jigsaws and 

shapes.  

Experiments with lenses – 
telescope, magnifiers etc. 
Can use a digital device 

with clear intentions. Can 
select, capture, save and 

print images. 

 

Appraises final outcomes and 
generates a written evaluation 
of their own work, reflecting on 

what went well and what could 
be improved. 

 

 
 

Year 3 
 

Explores shading, using a range of 
media including light and dark. 

 
Uses line, shape, pattern, colour 

and tone to represent things seen, 

drawn or imagined. 

Explores the effect on paint of adding 
water, glue, sand, sawdust etc. for 

texture.  
 

Introduces primary and secondary 

colours with the addition of black and 
white – including mixing.  

Uses stimuli to recreate 2D and 
3D images using a variety of 

tools and materials. 
 

Creates textured surfaces using a 

variety of tools. 

Interprets ideas and themes 
whilst experimenting with 

creating mood, feeling, 
movement. 

 

Creates overlapping and 
overlaying pieces. 

Explores colour mixing 
through printing, using single 

colour and two colour using a 
variety of materials 

Prints on different 
fabrics to create specific 

textures. 
Weave materials for an 

image – landscape, 

pattern etc. Select 
fabrics and decorations. 

Is aware that movement can 
be photographed in small 

slides.  
Modifies images on a 

computer to achieve best 

quality. 
Can create an image using 
line/shape – copy and paste 

to create a repeating 
pattern. 

Compares methods and 
approaches between their own 

and others work. 
 

 Directly annotates work, 

sketches and drawings prior to 
creating final piece of work and 
can compare and reflect back 

on these with the final 
outcome. 

 
 

Year 4 
 

Draws familiar objects from 
different viewpoints  

 

Makes quick studies from 
observation to record. 

 

Draws with coloured media 
descriptively and expressively and 

with increased accuracy – tone, 

shape, shading, detail. 

Begins to use different types of brushes 
for specific purposes and effects. 

 

Mixes primary and secondary colours 
confidently with black and white and 

selects these with purpose to 

communicate ideas and emotions. 

Shows an awareness of texture, 
form and shape by recreating an 

image in 3D form 

 
Experiment with Modroc/papier 
mache to create a finished form. 

Uses the natural 
environment or townscapes 

as a stimulus for mixed 

media work which conveys 
meaning. 

Uses printing to represent the 
natural environment – designs 

a complex pattern. 

 
Cuts a simple stencil to use 

for printing. 

Simple stitching - uses a 
long needle to make 

running/cross stitches. 

Attaches different 
materials – beads, 

sequins buttons etc. 

Explores negative and 
positive. 

Uses zoom to frame an 

image. Shows awareness of 
mood, emotions when 

evaluating images of others. 

Can animate a simple 
sequence of shapes/marks 

to make a 

presentation/animation. 

Evaluates the work of artists 
identifying what they like and 
dislike.  Compares their own 

and responds to advice. 
 

Can use plans to support work 

and reflect on process and final 
outcome. 

 
 

Year 5 
 

Is confident at using a range of 
materials to produce line, tone and 

shade to achieve specific 
outcomes.  

 

Accurately selects appropriate 
media and tools to express specific 

ideas. 

Uses a range of techniques such as 
dots, scratches and splashes.  

 
Investigates symbols, shapes, form and 
composition in order to express mood 

and emotion.  

Explores how stimuli can be used 
as a starting point for 3D work 

with a particular focus on form, 
shape, pattern, texture and colour 
and transferring the knowledge to 

their own work. 

Selects a range of cutting 
tools and adhesives and 

uses a variety of techniques, 
to achieve a specific 

outcome. 

Compares own image and 
pattern making with that of 

well-known artists. Makes 
connections between own 
work and that elsewhere.  

 
Recreates images through 

relief printing. 

Explores paint/ink roller uses 
and effects. 

Uses contrasting colours 
and textures in stitching 

and weaving.  
 

Uses plaiting, pinning, 

stapling, stitching and 
sewing techniques. 

Showa an awareness of 

environment through 
colour matching. 

Plans and takes images – 
cuts and superimposes into 

other photographic images. 
 
Uses a paint programme to 

develop virtual designs for a 
painting, print or 3D work. 
 

Uses the evaluation of artists’ 
work to impact and replicate in 

their own work.   
 
Explains why they like specific 

features of an artist’s work/ 
compares to own and 
responds to advice to improve. 

 

 
 

Year 6 
 

Selects appropriate media and 

techniques to achieve a specific 
outcome. 

 

Confidently uses charcoal/pastels 
in response to lights/dark. 

Shows perspective (size, detail, 

position, colour) 

Explores the effect of a range of 

techniques, colours, tools and effects to 
represent things seen, remembered or 

imagined. 

 
Shows the effect of light, tone, texture 
and colour on natural and manmade 

objects, 

Looks at 3D work from a variety 

of genres and cultures and 
develops own response and 

opinions. 

 
Imaginatively uses knowledge of 
tools, techniques and materials to 

express own ideas. 

Develops and applies 

knowledge of embellishing 
techniques e.g. using more 

advanced techniques.  

 
Uses materials to assemble 

and represent a surface 

using layers – water etc.  

Recreates detailed images 

through relief printing using 
card/polystyrene. 

 

Experiments with approaches 
used by other artists. 

Experiments with soft 

sculpture; cuts/joins 
patterns, embellishing 
the components for a 

specific outcome. 
 

Uses a range of stitches 

and needles for more 
complex patterns with 

care and some 

accuracy. 

Takes and assembles a 

sequence of images to 
make a flick-book, to give 
impression of movement. 

Uses colour, tone and 
effects to create a specific 

mood to photographs. 

Creates a virtual work of art 
using a program. Animates 

a simple sequence of 

drawings or photos to make 
a time-based presentation 

with sound. 

Takes advice – reviews and 

returns to improve accuracy, 
detail and perspective. 

 

Evaluates the work that they 
produce and uses the 

evaluations to impact on the 

final outcome.  
 


