
 
Newsletter 2nd March 2020 

Aycliffe Village Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We had a great time in school last week!  Hawthorn Class led a wonderful class assembly showing a dance they have cho-
reographed and rehearsed this term and Sycamore Class were involved in a great re-enactment of a baptism at St An-
drew’s Church.  We also received a lovely compliment about the fabulous manners of children at our school.  We have a 
new kitchen assistant working in our school (who has worked in other schools) and she has commented on how extreme-
ly polite all our children are when they get their school dinners.  Well done everyone—this is wonderful to hear! 
 
Some of our staff attended the funeral of Mrs Tracey Hughes, lunchtime supervisor, this morning.  It was a lovely, very 
moving service and our thoughts and best wishes continue to be with her family and friends. 
 
A group of very excited children (and staff!) set off for Robinwood this morning! I was checking the weather forecast in 
Alston a bit obsessively at the weekend as I know weather conditions can often be more extreme there… All was fine for 
travelling today although I hope everyone has remembered to pack their thermals!  We hope they all have a lovely time!  
Staff are hoping to upload some photos and updates onto our school Facebook Page, however, this might be difficult due 
to a weak internet signal there.  
 

Best wishes 
Mrs H Sutherland 

Head Teacher 

Celebration Assembly Awards 
 

Well done to the children below who were chosen for awards in the Celebration Assembly before we broke up for the 
half term holiday! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Outstanding Learner Laylah M, Archer D, Ava P 

Outstanding Attitude Evie D, Victor C, Sam M, Joe C 

Outstanding Manners Quinn P, Abi G 

Wow Writer George D, Finley W 

Maths Wizard Maya C 

Values  Freddie J 

Reading Rockstar Imogen C 

Homework Oscar C 

Curriculum Award Flinn B 

Head Teacher Award Hannah C, Alex C, Oliver W 

Golden Broom Horse Chestnut Class! 

Lime Class Assembly 
 

A reminder that Lime Class will be leading their Class Assembly this 
Thursday at 9.00am.  Parents, carers, family members are warmly 
invited to join us for this.  I think we might get to see their wonderful 
Iron Man models during the assembly—you might have seen them 
recently on our school’s Facebook Page! 

Reminder—no swimming this week 
 

A reminder that swimming will not take place 
for Silver Birch Class this week (due to mainte-
nance work at the swimming pool). 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Large Outdoor Equipment 
 

A reminder for all adults on our school grounds at 

home time.  Please do not allow pre school children 

to play on the large gym equipment.  It is not appro-

priate for their size and means they could be at risk of 

injuring or hurting themselves.  Thank you for your 

support with this. 

 
Wow word of the week 

 
 

 
 

candid 

Reminder about returning new menu forms for 
school meals (Summer Menu) 

 
A reminder to please complete and return these to 
school as soon as possible.  It will be a big job to up-
date them all so Mrs Swainston will be very grateful if 
they are returned as soon as possible. 
 
As we are starting the new menu after Easter, which 
is only a few weeks away, it will not make sense now 
to make any requested individual adjustments to the 
current menu.  When the new menu is introduced 
after the Easter holidays, there will be a set period of 
time for any requested changes to be made.  These 
choices will then be set until the menu changes back 
to the Winter menu. 

Baby news! 
 

I am delighted to let you know that Miss 
Hunt and her family are celebrating the 
arrival of their second child—a baby girl 
called Matilda Elizabeth!  I am sure you 
will all join me in wishing them warmest 
congratulations and every happiness at 
this very special time.  We can’t wait to 
meet baby Matilda! 
 
 

Reminder—World Book Day 
 

A reminder that we will be celebrating  World Book Day this 
Thursday (5th March).  Children are invited to dress up for this 
as a character from a children’s book.  Or they are welcome to 
wear pyjamas to school that day, as a way of promoting the 
importance of a bedtime story or reading at bedtime to help 
unwind ready for sleep! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Forms for Performing Arts After School Club 
 

As anticipated, we have already had a lot of interest in this.  A reminder that the form 
needs to be handed into the main office by the end of the school day on Wednesday 
4th March.  As we are limited to 25 places, we will then pull names out of a hat to see 
which children can attend this time.  Other names will go on a waiting list and we 
hope to run another group at some point in the future.  If your child didn’t bring a 
letter home and you would like one, please contact Mrs Swainston in our main office. 

Updates from the Department for Education—Coronavirus (COVID—19) 
 

As a school, we have received some updates from the Department for Education about Coronavirus.  We thought it 
would be helpful to share some of these with you, as there is such a lot of discussion about this in the media and in so-
ciety at the moment. The clear message is that good hygiene is the best way to protect us all from this.  I have attached 
a poster from Public Health on the last page of this newsletter so you have more information at hand.   We hope this 
isn’t something that will affect our school directly but it is good to be prepared, just in case.  The text in bold below is 
taken directly from the email all schools have received from the Department for Education today. 
 

Today, we have launched a new helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related to education. Staff, parents 

and young people can contact the helpline as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 
 
No school should close in response to a suspected (or confirmed) COVID-19 case unless directed to do so by Public 
Health England. 



 
 


