
 
Newsletter - Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

Aycliffe Village Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
A very warm welcome back to you and your children after the Summer holiday!  It has been lovely to see so many smiling 
faces around school today, with many children clearly very excited to be back at school and to catch up with their friends 
and teachers.   
 
We extend a very warm welcome to all new pupils and families to our school—in Reception and across school.  We hope 
you soon feel part of our friendly school community.  Our new Reception children have had a fantastic first day at school 
and all looked very settled when I visited their classroom.   I think there were more tears from Reception parents than 
from the children… 
 

We are also delighted to welcome two new staff members to our school—Miss Richardson joins us as a Year 1 teacher 
(part time job share with Mrs Dean) and Mrs Dawn Swainston joins us in our school office.  Mrs Swainston will be very 
busy at the start of term getting to know her new role so please bear with us if we take a little longer to respond to some 
queries at first—it is just a case of her having time to get to know our systems. 
 

I look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

Mrs Sutherland 

Celebration Assembly Awards 
 

Huge congratulations to the children below who were chosen as Pupils of the Year in our last Celebration Assembly of 
the academic year 2018—2019. 

 
                                           

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reception Evie D 

Year 1 Effie S 

Year 2 Kobe P 

Year 3 James B 

Year 4 Oliver D 

Year 5 Ellie N 

Year 6 Charlotte B 

Head Teacher Pupil of the Year Joshua T 

Golden Broom of the Year! Horse Chestnut Class! 

Year 3 swimming 
 

A reminder that Year 3 children start swimming les-
sons on Wednesday this week (tomorrow!)  Please 
make sure they all bring their swimming kits.  This 
should include a swimming cap if they have one 
please.  If not, next week will be fine for this. 

Meet the Teacher—Wednesday 4th September 
 

A reminder that you are very welcome to call into your child’s 
classroom after school on Wednesday this week (between 3.15 
and 4.30)  This is for a chance to meet their teacher/teachers, to 
have a look around their classroom and to ask any questions you 
might have. 

Thank you from the end of last school year! 
 

Mrs Dolan has asked me to say a huge thank you for all the lovely gifts, messages and cards she received on her last day 
in July.  She was so touched and overwhelmed by everyone’s kindness.  I would also like to say thank you for cards and 
gifts sent to all school staff—your thoughtfulness is much appreciated. 



 
 
 
 

Printed newsletters 
 

In order to be more environmentally friendly we have 
made the decision not to hand out printed copies of our 
weekly newsletters.  Our newsletter is available  every 
Monday on the school website and via the school APP 
(see details below).  If you are unable to access the news-
letter via these method or if there is another reason why 
you feel you need a printed copy, please contact us at 
school. 

After School Clubs for Summer Term 
 

Please see the table below for details of after school clubs for Autumn Term.  Please be aware that some clubs will run 
for the next half term and some for the full term (details are given in the table below)  If you wish your child to attend 
any of the clubs (apart from Lingotots) then a reply slip needs to be completed and returned as soon as possible.  
Letters will be handed out tomorrow to children who show an interest in attending.  All clubs will run from 3.15—
4.15. 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Curriculum Newsletters 

These will be available on our school website by Monday next 

week.  They will give you an overview of topics your children will 

cover this term at school.  To find them, please go to the Our Clas-

ses tab at the top of the home page on the website and select 

your child’s class. We hope you find them a useful point of refer-

ence. 

Parking outside school 
 

A reminder please, to park with consideration for people living in the village and with regard to line markings outside 
our school.  I have recently had contact from Aycliffe Village Residents Association expressing concern about parking at 
school times.  I will be meeting with their Chair person and a member of the police to see if there are ways we can im-
prove this.  I am also concerned that, at times, some inconsiderate or dangerous parking could be putting our children at 
risk as they leave and enter school.  Please remember  line markings are there for a reason and cars must NEVER park or 
stop on them during the hours mentioned on the signs outside of school.  Thank you in anticipation of your support 
with this. 

OurSchoolsAPP 

A reminder that you can use OurSchoolsAPP , 

free of charge, to keep up to date with  school 

information and events.  You can access the 

school website from the APP, find our weekly 

newsletter and you get helpful reminders of 

school events.  If you search for the app online 

you should be able to download this and find our 

school. 

 

 

School Facebook Page 
 

We hope to launch this next week (there have been a cou-
ple of technical issues with this!)  We have a number of 
permission slips for our Facebook Page that haven’t been 
returned yet.  Please can you return them to school as 
soon as possible if you haven't already done so. 
 
 

 

Diary Dates for the Autumn Term 
 

Please see the last two pages of this newsletter for dates of events 
during Autumn Term.  On next week’s newsletter, we will share 
diary dates for the full school year.  I know many parents like hav-
ing them in advance so they can plan time off work for school 
events. 

Day Name of Club Year Groups Led by 

Monday Lingotots  
(full term) 

Reception, Year 1, 2, 
and 3 and 4. 

Joanna from Lingotots.  Please be aware that you need 
to sign up and pay for this via the Lingotot website (see 
attached letter on the next page of this newsletter) 

Wednesday  Football 
(half term) 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Mr Dennis, our new Sports Coach. 

Thursday Dance 
(full term) 

All year groups Miss Louise, Dance Teacher 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Lingotot French Sessions  

at Aycliffe Village Primary School 

 
Have fun learning French with Lingotot! 

 
We are very excited to be offering our award-winning language sessions at Aycliffe Village Primary 
School this term. The after school French club is for pupils in Reception and Years 1 to 4. It will take 
place every Monday during term time from 3.15 until 4.15, 9

th
 September – 9

th
 December. (NB There will 

be no club during the final week of term.)  
 
 
Lingotot makes language learning fun through play, singing, storytelling and craft activities – all in the 
foreign language. The sessions are very interactive with plenty of moving around and language learning 
props. We will cover a different topic each week such as Let’s Get Moving!, Let’s Eat!, Hobbies, Pets 
etc. The sessions are led by a fully qualified Lingotot practitioner with enhanced DBS disclosure, First 
Aid and Safeguarding training.  
 
 
The after school club costs £4.25 per child per week and must be booked online at https://
www.lingotot.com/classes/2296 
 
For more information about Lingotot, please see our website www.lingotot.com or find Lingotot South 
Durham on Facebook.  If you have any questions about the after school club at Aycliffe Village, please 
email Joanna at southdurham@lingotot.com. 
 
 

À bientôt! 
 

Joanna 

 
Telephone: 07932054208 
Email: southdurhamlingotot.com 
Website: www.lingotot.com 

https://www.lingotot.com/classes/2296
https://www.lingotot.com/classes/2296
mailto:southdurham@lingotot.com


 
 

Diary Dates for Autumn Term (1st half term) 2019 
 

Please note that these dates are correct at the time of printing.  There might be unavoidable reasons why some dates need 
to be changed in the future or additional dates might be added.  If this happens we will inform parents/carers on future 

newsletters and via text message. 

 

 
 

Date Event 

Wednesday 4th September, 
3.15—4.30 

Meet the teacher—an opportunity to call into school, between the times given, to 
have a look around your child’s new classroom and to meet their teacher. 

Wednesday 4th September Year 3 (Lime Class) to start swimming lessons (until Christmas). 

Monday 16th September NSPCC to visit school to lead assemblies—Speak out, Stay Safe theme. 

Monday 16th September School Council elections to take place this week. 

Tuesday 17th September Skipping Day in school! 

Friday 20th September Silver Birch Class school trip to Vindolanda (as part of their History topic on the 
Romans).  

Monday 23rd September 5.00pm—Phonics and Reading meeting for parents/carers of children in Reception 
Class. 

Tuesday 24th September Rowan and Hawthorn Classes school trip to Shildon Railway Museum (linked to 
their topic work)  Includes an Electric train workshop. 

Friday 27th September Red Bus Library, the Book People to visit our school (7.30am till 4.30pm).  More 
details in future newsletters. 

Monday 30th September NSPCC to lead workshops with Rowan and Hawthorn Classes—Speak out, Stay 
Safe theme. 
 
5.00pm—Meeting about SATs for Year 6 parents/carers. 

Wednesday 2nd October 1.30pm—Theatre group production of ‘The Railway Children’ in school! 

Monday 7th October 5.00pm—Meeting about SATs for Year 2 parents/carers. 

Thursday 10th October 9.05—Harvest Festival Performance at school—children in Reception and Key 
Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2). 
2.45—Harvest Festival Performance at school—children in Key Stage 2 (Years 3, 4, 
5 and 6). 

Monday 14th October Sycamore Class school trip to Shildon Railway Museum (As part of their History 
topic  - George Stephenson). 

Tuesday 15th October Parents Evening, 3.30—5.30pm 

Wednesday 16th October Parents Evening, 3.30—5.30pm 

Friday 25th October Last day of the half term then school closes for the October half term holiday! 



 

Diary Dates for Autumn Term  (2nd half term) 2019 
 

Please note that these dates are correct at the time of printing.  There might be unavoidable reasons why some dates need 
to be changed in the future or additional dates might be added.   If this happens we will inform parents/carers on future 

newsletters and via text message. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Date Event 

Monday 4th November School reopens after the October half term holiday. 
 
1.00—3.00—Lime (Year 3) and Silver Birch (Year 4) Classes  to have a block of gymnas-
tics coaching for their PE lessons.   

Tuesday 5th November Smile please—school photograph day! 

Friday 15th November Children in Need day 
 
Flu immunisations (more details will follow in next week’s newsletter) 

Monday 18th November 5.00 -  Meeting for Year 1 parents/carers about Phonics Check. 

Thursday 28th November PTA Christmas Fayre—time TBC 

Friday 13th December Christmas Jumper Day and school Christmas Lunch! 

Monday 16th December 2.15—Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity.  Parents/carers/family members  invited to 
attend. 

Tuesday 17th December 9.15—Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity.  Parents/carers/family members invited to 
attend. 
 
2.30 —Key Stage 2 Christmas Singalong—parents/carers/family members invited to 
attend. 

Wednesday 18th December 9.05—Key Stage 2 Christmas Singalong—parents/carers/family members invited to 
attend. 

Thursday 19th December 9.30—Whole school to go to St Andrew’s Church for a Christmas Service (date to be 
confirmed) Parents/carers/family members invited to join us there. 
 
PM—Reception and Key Stage 1 Christmas party. 

Friday 21st December AM—Lime and Silver Birch Classes (Years 3 and 4)—Christmas party. 
 
PM—Rowan and Hawthorn Classes (Years 5 and 6)—Christmas party. 
 
Break up for the Christmas holidays! 


