
 
Newsletter - Monday 30th September 2019 

Aycliffe Village Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you so much for supporting the visit of our Red Book Bus on Friday.  I hope your children enjoy reading the books 

they bought.  We will be able to buy a number of books with the money raised through commission and are very grateful 

to you for your support with this. 

We look forward to welcoming the theatre group M and M Productions to school this Wednesday 

afternoon to perform The Railway Children to our whole school!  Many classes are following topic 

and curriculum work based on this and we are sure they will enjoy the performance of this classic and 

well loved story! 

It’s wonderful to see many families have visited our Facebook Page!  There is now also a link to this 

from our school website.  If you haven’t accessed this yet, we hope you do soon and look forward to 

adding more to it, in the future.  A final plea for permission forms to be returned to school please, if you haven’t already 

done so. 

Mrs Sutherland 

Celebration Assembly Awards 
 

Well done to the children below who were chosen during last week’s Celebration Assembly of the year for having 
such a positive start to this school year! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
                                           

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Mobile Phones in school 
 

Please be aware that children shouldn't bring mobile phones into 
school.  This has happened on a number of occasions with some of 
our older children recently and contravenes safeguarding policies we 
have in school.  If there is a reason you feel your child needs to bring 
their phone into school, please write a letter to me to explain why 
this is necessary and this will be considered.  Any phones brought to 
school will be stored safely by the class teacher until home time.  
Thank you for your support with this. 

Outstanding Learner James A 

Outstanding Attitude Lily P, (Reception), Joseph W, Oliver D 

Outstanding Manners Imogen C, Amy L 

Wow Writer Amelia W 

Maths Wizard Eden S, Jasmine D 

Values  Krystal P, Henry S 

Reading Rock Star (new award!) India H 

Curriculum Award (new award!) Ellie M, James B, Jack P 

Homework Award Kobe P, Ethan W-K 

Head Teacher Award Freya S,  Cameron E 

Golden Broom Horse Chestnut and Rowan Classes! 

 Aldi ‘Kit for School’ stickers 
 

We are collecting Aldi ‘Kit for School’ stickers.  
If anyone shops at Aldi we would be very grate-
ful if you could collect these for us and send 
them into school.  If we collect all 300 stickers, 
we will get a free sports kit for our school and 
will also be entered into a prize drawer to win 
£20,000.  Your support to take part in this will 
be greatly appreciated. 



 
 
 
 

Requests for leave of absence during school time 
 

We have had many requests for leave of absences during term time for holidays and families often seem surprised or 
unhappy when these are not authorised.  I therefore thought it would be helpful to share a reminder of our school poli-
cy.  This follows local and national guidance and has been adopted by our governing body. 

 We do not authorise holidays during term time, unless there are exceptional reasons.  There are only a very small 
number of reasons that are deemed as exceptional.  Please note that cheaper holidays in term time, which is 
often the main  driver, is not an exceptional reason.  Likewise saying it isn’t possible for parents/carers to have 
time off during school holidays every school year, is not considered as exceptional.  This might be exceptional if it 
happened once, but not every year. 

 Please be aware that unauthorised time off school can lead to a referral to the Attendance Enforcement Team at 
Durham Local Authority and can also lead to a formal warning or fixed penalty notice (fine). 

 Attendance below 96% is considered low (below national average) and can have a negative impact on your child’s 
progress at school.  Attendance below 90% is considered as ‘persistent absenteeism’ (criteria set by the govern-
ment).  Obviously illness can’t be avoided but, holidays during term time, can. 

 
As explained before, please also be aware that we don’t provide work for children to complete whilst they are away.  It 
is not possible to replicate the learning that will take place in school with a few worksheets and also adds to staff work-
load when they might get regular requests for this.  If you choose to take a holiday during term time, we would encour-
age you to practise basic skills with their child, eg number bonds, multiplication facts, continue reading practice and 
consider asking them to write a diary about their holiday. 
 
I appreciate this is a subject that often evokes strong views  and we are all entitled to our opinions on this.  I sympathise 
greatly with the increased costs of holidays during  school holidays and this is something all our school staff also have to 
contend with.  However, I am unable to control this.  As Head Teacher, my role is to apply school policies consistently 
and to ensure the best education for all pupils; research shows that missing many school days can have a significant im-
pact on this.  I respect your right to make the choices you feel are best for your family and hope you can also respect 
our school’s policy on this. 

 

Our new School Council! 
2019—2020 

 
Huge congratulations to the following children who were elected as our new School Council!  Thank you also to all chil-

dren who put themselves forward to be considered for this role.  Your interest and enthusiasm is much appreciated! 
 
 

Reminder—SATS meeting for Year 2 parents 

A reminder that we are holding a meeting for parents/carers of children in 

Year 2 on Monday 7th October at 5.00pm.  We hope you can join us to 

find out more about these and how to best support your children in prep-

aration for these. 

Wow word 

This might seem like an unusual ‘Wow’ word 

this week but I’ve noticed (whilst covering 

lunch duty recently) that many children aren’t 

sure of the definition of this word. 

cutlery 

Swimming cancelled this week—Lime Class 

Swimming has been cancelled this week due to a theatre group perfor-

mance of The Railway Children this Wednesday afternoon. 

Year 1 Hannah S and Adam L 

Year 2 Mila P and Ethan W-K 

Year 3 Kobe P and Benjamin S 

Year 4 Lexie N-B and Hannah W 

Year 5 Mia M, Oliver D and Finley S 

Year 6 Charlie P, Lily P and Myles F 


